Please take an “ange

Angel Tree

In

from the tree and buy an appropriate gift for the age and gender

indicated, gifts to be no more than $30 each. Warehouse Gift Cards are also acceptable

because the recipient can then buy clothes, toys, school stationery or even food. De Paul
House is providing meat and vegetable vouchers, for families living in De Paul House, and

their outreach families. Please return your gift (unwrapped) and “Angel” no later than
Monday 15th December.

13 Dec.
14 Dec.
16 Dec.

Dec. 24

Dec. 25

Dec. 26 and thereafter we revert to the usual timetable

May God Bless All Our Efforts this Advent

CHRISTMAS CELEBRATIONS

TIME TABLE

Anointing Mass
Anointing Mass

Reconciliation Rite Il

Usual Tuesday morning Mass

Children’s Play
Christmas Vigil Mass
Carols

Midnight Mass

Children’s Play
Christmas Mass
Christmas Mass

5.30pm
10.30am
7.00pm

9.15am

6.00pm

6.30pm

11.20pm

12.00am

8.15am
8.30am
10.30am

Monday to Saturday 9.15am Saturday Vigil Mass 5.30pm
Sunday 8.30am, 10.30am, 5.00pm.

“Behold, the virgin shall be with child and bear a son, and they
shall name him Emmanuel, which means God is with us.”” mt1.23
Celebrating Advent and Christmas
at St Mary’s Parish Northcote

My Dear Parishioners of St Mary’s Northcote,

As the Advent season unfolds, we are called not just to observe, but to actively participate in the
great mystery of our Lord’s coming. We are not to simply sit around and wait. Rather, through our
spiritual preparation, we must actively contribute to bringing about the true peace the Lord
wishes to establish in our world and in our hearts. The world around us is in turmoil. We hear of
disastrous natural calamities, human conflicts both in the worldwide scale and in our own small
families and communities. Where is the peace and joy of the Lord.

The Light of Preparation

When we light the candles of our Advent wreath, and as our homes are adorned with Nativity
scenes and Christmas lights, let these beautiful traditions be more than just decorations. Let them
be a reminder and encouragement for prayer and reflection.

Let us carry in our thoughts all those we love, and especially those who are struggling — the poor,
the lonely, the persecuted, and those caught in the anguish of war and conflict.

Let us ask ourselves this question: As we anticipate the coming of the Lord, are we truly ready in
heart and mind and soul? What actions will we take, in our community and within our own
families, to prepare Him room?

The Urgency of Prayer and Sacrifice

| invite everyone to hear the renewed call of the Church to pray more fervently! Let us offer small,
intentional sacrifices as a tangible way to truly give more of ourselves to God.

® (Create Spaces for Prayer: Make a dedicated effort to pray, especially within the home.
Parents, be the spiritual leaders for your children. Let us pray for peace in our hearts and
in the world.

®  Family Prayer: Children, gently remind your parents to pause and pray together.

® The Gift of Mass: Take advantage of the blessing we have here at St. Mary's Northcote to
offer the Sacred Mass. Every Mass deepens our connection to Christ.

Intentional Intercession: Pray not only for yourself and your family, but also, critically, for those
suffering persecution for their faith, and for those who are poor, alone, sick, suffering or in areas
of conflict.



Embrace the Grace of Reconciliation

Make this Advent a true season of Peace and Love by embracing the beautiful sacrament of
Reconciliation.

° Reconcile with God: Seek forgiveness through the gift of the Sacrament of
Reconciliation. The North Shore Deanery offers different times for Reconciliation.

° Reconcile with Others: Reach out to someone with whom you have drifted apart.
Be it through a call, an email, or a letter — do whatever it takes to stay connected and
be spiritually reconnected.

[ ]
Almsgiving, Extend Your Helping Hand

This Advent, may the fire of charity burn brightly in your lives, prompting you to Give more!
Every small effort and resource given to the poor and needy lightens their burden. I invite
you to think of ways to involve your children in giving. Make them see the blessings received
are to be shared to others. Consider Mary’s Pantry, St Vincent de Paul, Caritas and De Paul
House as possible recipients of your generosity this Christmas.

May your spiritual journey lead you to the profound joy of Christ's birth.
With every blessing for a holy Advent and a blessed Christmas to each and every one,

Fr Lio, Fr Lalith and the Pastoral Team of St Mary’s Northcote.

Each week, reflect on the Sunday Gospel for Advent

First Sunday of Advent - 30th November
Matthew 24:37-44

Second Sunday of Advent - 07th December

Matthew 3: 1-12
Third Sunday of Advent - 14th December

Matthew 11: 2-11

Fourth Sunday of Advent - 22nd December

Matthew 1:18-24

Pray the Rosary ANV
Reflecting on the JOYFUL MYSTERIES: % ,"},,?‘
L]
The Annunciation - The Visitation VA “d

The Birth of Jesus - The Presentation
The Finding of Jesus in the Temple
(we have a group in the church who pray the Rosary
every morning Monday to Thursday after the 9.15am Mass)

Make an ADVENT WREATH

The wreath is a circle of evergreens, a reminder of the everlasting
power and eternity of God. A circle has no beginning or end, green
is the colour of hope and expectation - the spirit of Advent. The
four candles can be white, but coloured ones help to convey the
message better. The first and second candles are purple - a royal

Colour symbolising humility and penance, a reminder that now is the time to

mend broken relationships. The third candle is pink (rose) signifying joy, happiness and
hope. (We are now half way through the season!) The fourth candle is purple to remind
us that the time is almost here, though not quite yet. One candle is lit each week and

could be accompanied with a prayer each day.

Make an effort to attend an extra Mass during the four weeks
Weekday Masses for Advent

Monday to Saturday - 9.15am

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament

Each Friday after the 9.15am Mass all day concluding with
Benediction at 4.00pm

Celebrate the Sacrament of Reconciliation
Rite Il Reconciliation 7.00pm 16th December

Rite | Reconciliation each Saturday after the 9.15am Mass at 9.45am
or by appointment

In addition, Rite Il Reconciliation Celebrations for the North Shore Deanery
are be published in our weekly newsletter.

St Vincent de Paul

When doing the “Christmas” shopping an extra item or two could be
purchased for St Vincent de Paul to distribute in their Christmas Food Parcels.



