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FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT

REFLECTION

The Dutch spiritual writer Henri Nouwen once
observed that waiting becomes entangled when
it is filled with wishes: | wish | had a better job.
| wish the pain would go away. | wish someone
would notice me. Wishes are understandable,
but they are narrow and limiting. Hope, on the
other hand, is open-handed. It trusts God
enough to surrender control of the future,
allowing God to define our lives in ways we
cannot script. Mary and Jesus both lived this
kind of hope - trusting that what God had begun
in them would be brought to fulfillment.

Advent invites us into that same posture of
active hope. It calls us to get in touch with
our deepest yearnings and to risk intimacy
with God. The mystic, John of the Cross, offers
a vivid image here. He likens our lives to damp
logs in a fire - smoldering but not yet ablaze.
Before bursting into flame, the logs must first
sizzle and dry out in the heat. For us, that
“sizzling” can come through restlessness.
Loneliness, or unfulfilled desire. As painful as
these experiences can be, they raise our inner
temperature until we are ready to ignite with
the fire of God'’s love.

Advent reminds us that our longings and even
our loneliness are not wasted energy.
They are a hunger for God’s kingdom.

In those desires we glimpse what the world
might look like if Christ fully reigns: justice,
peace, joy in the Holy Spirit. Even our more
ordinary or selfish desires - be they for success,
recognition, or pleasure - can point us deeper
if we listen carefully. Beneath them all is the
yearning for wholeness, harmony, and
communication with Christ and one another.

Advent calls us not to run from our longing
but to dwell in it, to let it raise our inner
temperature, to “sizzle” in God’s presence,
and to open ourselves in hope. For itisin
that active waiting, that deep trusting hope,
that we prepare our hearts for the coming of
Christ, who alone can bring the justice, peace
and joy for which our souls ache.

And this hope is never just private. True Advent
hope reaches outward - to the hungry, the
suffering, and the forgotten - because the

kingdom we await is about the renewal of the
whole creation. That is why the Church gives us
this season: so our hearts stay awake,
our desires sharp, and our lives ready for
God’s arrival.

In the end, Advent hope is faith in the God who
comes - who came once in Bethlehem, who
comes to us now in Word and Sacrament, and
who will come again in glory. To live with such
hope is to believe our deepest longings will be
met in Christ, and that in Him all things will be
made new.

Extracts from writings of Fr Anthony Andreassi

Eternal Rest grant to them O Lord,
and let perpetual light shine upon them,

May they rest in peace.
Amen

ANGEL TREE IN CHURCH g R
THIS WEEKEND THIS IS "9!, );.(f‘
OUR GIVING TREE FOR ‘ ‘J
THOSE LESS FORTUNATE o
THAN OURSELVES
Please take an ‘Angel’ from the tree and
buy a gift (520-$30) for the age and
gender on the ‘Angel’ and return it to the
tree before Monday 15 Dec. unwrapped
please. Or you can Buy a gift voucher for
$20, or $30, so that a child may buy their
own gift or a $50 Adult Gift Card
(Warehouse gift cards are great, recipient
can buy for themselves, they have a good
variety available toys/books/food/clothes/
school stationery). De Paul House are also
looking for some Christmas Treats for the
food parcels i.e. nice biscuits, tinned fruit,
packs of Chippies, popcorn etc. (NO Mince
Tarts/Christmas puds not suitable for their
clients.) Please be as generous as you

can.. De Paul House is supporting over
157 families, 325 children and 240 adults
and seniors. Bringing Christmas cheer will
only happen if our supportive community
will do whatever they can. Donations can
be made now up until 15th December.
See noticeboard for more details and
ideas!

‘Whoever is kind to the poor lends
to the LORD’ (Prov.19:17)
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PARISH WORKING BEE NEXT
SATURDAY 6TH DECEMBER 10-12NOON
Please come along to help prepare our church
and grounds for Christmas. Bring gardening
tools and cleaning things, cloths, buckets,
etc. Many hands make light work!

PARISH CENSUS 2025
If you have not already completed the
parish census, then please do so on line,
just scan the QR Code or go to our
website to do so. Alternatively, pick up a
paper form after Mass and return it next
week. Thank you for helping us grow

together! E

SAVE THE DATE — 14 FEBRUARY 2026
4 PM - 6 PM | PRAISE IN THE PARK
Join us for a free two-hour Catholic event
beside the fountain at Mission Bay Beach
with Praise and Worship, personal
testimonies and Eucharistic Adoration.
If you can assist with sponsorship or
practical help on the day, please
email aucklandccr@gmail.com

ADVENT RECONCILIATION
PROGRAMME 2025
7.00pm Sunday 07 December Devonport
7.00pmTuesday 09 December Torbay
7.00pm Wednesday 10 December Orewa
7.00pm Thursday 11 December Takapuna
7.00pmTuesday 16 December Northcote
7.00pm Friday 19 December Beachhaven
7.00pm Wednesday 17 December
Glenfield

You are cordially invited to
A Thursday Scripture Reflective Study
Series on THE BIBLE and the
SACRAMENTS Starts on:
Thursday 4 December 2025, at 10:15 am -
11:30 am Venue: Foley Centre, St Mary’s
Northcote Please register (for free) at the
Parish Office or RSVP to
adultformation@stmarysnorthcote.org.nz Or text
‘attending’ to 0225807851

LADIES YOU ARE INVITED!
To join Mary & Linda for a Girl Time
Meeting. Monday 1st December 10.15am
In the Foley Centre.

CALLING ALL YOUNG ACTORS!
For our children’s Christmas Plays.
Please send name, gender and age,
along with preferred Mass 6pm Vigil or

8.30am Christmas Day to
office@stmarysnorthcote.org.nz
Practice days/times to be advised

MUSIC PRACTICE FOR MIDNIGHT MASS
FOR THE MARY FITZWILLIAM CHOIR
Will be in the church after the 10.30am Mass
on Sundays 7th, 12th and 21st
December. If you can sing and would like to
come for an audition, new members are
always welcome!

ON SALE FROM THE PARISH OFFICE
St Columban Art Calendars 2026 512 ea.
Face of Christ Cards 510 pack of 10

Advent Daily Scripture Reflections $8 ea.
And the popular 2026 Bible Diary 520

DATES TO NOTE
Saturday 6th December
10am-12noon Parish Working Bee
Monday 8 December
Feast of the Immaculate Conception
Mass 9.15am - Rosary 6.30pm Mass 7pm

Saturday 13th December

Vigil Mass 5.30pm - Anointing Mass
Sunday 14th December

10.30am Mass - Anointing Mass
Tuesday 16th December
7.00pm - Rite Il Reconciliation
Sunday 15th February 2026
Cultural Day

ST FRANCIS DE SALES & ALL SOULS
PARISH, DEVONPORT
Has constructed a columbarium on the
grounds of the church in Albert Road,
Devonport. Parishioners from
neighbouring parishes who are interested
in purchasing a niche (single or double) are
invited to make enquiries. More
information is available on the Devonport
website (www.devonportcatholic.org.nz/
Columbarium) or forms are available on the
website or from the St Mary’s parish
Office. Alternatively you can
contact: Mike Simpson - 0212838040;
Kath Petrie - 021620805;
Alan Light - 0211589306
or the columbarium
administrator Sarah - 0212883300.

DE PAUL HOUSE
needs on going help in addition to the
extras for Christmas. Support for
families and seniors in need, basics
like Bedding/towels, new or nearly
new single/double duvet inners,
pillows, beds, tables, chairs anything
that turns a house into a home!.
Thank you to St Mary’s community

of caring.
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YOUTH BAKE SALE AND RAFFLE FUNDRAISER

Thanks to all who supported the Bake Sale Last wekend. The draw to
be made at one of the Masses this weekend!

FREE TO A GOOD HOME
Mum and her girls moving overseas and looking for loving family/s

to adopt their 2 fur babies (cats). For further info please call/text
027 788 7702".

MASS INTENTIONS
Sat. 9.15am Sara Dain (2nd B’day); Sun. 8.30am Te Anihana Pomana RIP
Tues. 9.15am Helen Bremford RIP (3rd, Anniv.), Thanksgiving Bridget
Rutherford

DECEMBER 2 WEBINAR
50 years of proclaiming the Gospel. In December 1975, St Paul VI
published his landmark apostolic exhortation, Evangelii Nuntiandi. It

identified evangelization as the task of all Christian people, not just clergy

and religious, and noted that it required both word and authentic

witness. Join Bishop John Adams & Carly Mulqueen CEC along with Dr
John Evangelista as they share their insights. 7pm Tuesday 2nd December
register at: https://bit.ly/december2webinar.

ST JOSEPH’S GIFT SHOP.

Prepare for Advent and Christmas Come see us at our new location in
Albany Village (Opposite Albany Toyota) or visit us online at
www.stjosephscentre.co.nz (09) 489 5613
St Josephs Gift Shop Supplying quality Christian & Catholic products
for every need 253 Dairy Flat Highway, Albany, Auckland 0632

CATHOLIC CARING FOUNDATION CHRISTMAS APPEAL
Please give a gift to help families and people in need. Support the
Caring Foundations Appeal through your donations and prayers.
Your donations will have double the impact! “Blessed are you who
are poor for yours is the kingdom of God”. Take home a donation

card, or visit www.caringfoundation.org.nz or call (09)360 3012.

PILGRIMS OF HOPE JUBILEE EVENING
Unfortunately this evening has been postponed a new date will be
set later. Sharing of parishioners Pilgrimage experiences.

NOTICES FROM THE DIOCESE
Scripture Focus this Advent You are invited to prepare for Sunday Mass
by reading and reflecting on the Scripture we will hear that weekend.
Fr Frank Bird SM has been helping people through his Living Word
project. As the name suggests it is an invitation for Catholics & others
to allow the Word of God to shape their lives. Resources available from
www.livingtheword.org.nz/pray
Ponsonby/Herne Bay Parish is looking for enthusiastic, organised
individuals to fill two admin roles. Parish Administrator 15-20 Hrs per
week Monday, Wednesday & Friday mornings. Finance Administrator 5
-8 hrs a week, flexible, work at a time that suits you. Contact
office@phbcatholic.org.nz
Catholic Kiwi Podcast 6 episodes of the NZ Catholic Bishops
Conference’s new Podcast series now released, sharing stories of faith,
ministry and mission of Kiwis and visitors to our shores. Guests include
Carmelite Sister Lauren of the Cross. Tim Wilson, broadcaster and
Archbishop Paul Martin SM. More episodes will be released before
Christmas to complete series 1, with season 2 set for 2026. Search
“Catholic Kiwi Podcast” on YouTube or Spotify now.

Latest edition of the diocesan newsletter now available
https://www.aucklandcatholic.org.nz/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/NZ-Catholic-Issue-8.pdf

It can also be downloaded from the front page of the diocesan website.
Celebration Mass/Sunday 7 December 4.30pm St Patrick’s Cathedral
Celebrate a fantastic year of youth ministry at our end of year
celebration Mass! This special event marks the end of a year long jour-
ney with the young leaders of the Diocese of Auckland, and we are
excited to celebrate the many ways they have served in 2025.
Bishop Steve Lowe will celebrate this Mass, present the Tu Kahikatea
Awards and give a special blessing to all youth and young adult ministry
leaders. All are welcome at this Mass, bring your whanau, friends and
wider faith community to celebrate an amazing year of ministry.
Jubilee Bursary Semester 1 2026, for Theology & RE Courses. Close 27
November contact michellej@cda.org.nz
Welcome everyone to a time of reflection on Pope Leo XIV’S recent
Apostolic Exhortation ‘Delexi Te’ meet on ZOOM 7 to 7.40pm Wednesdays
in Avent. Register with diannaf@cda.org.nz

SCHOLARSHIP FOR THEOLOGICAL STUDY
Bishop Steve, Catholic Bishop of Auckland, is pleased to call for
applications for the Ruth Miller Scholarship for theological study. This
scholarship will be available for those currently teaching or intending to

teach in a Catholic School , for a theology paper . More info.
scholarships@cda.org.nz

Please pray : For the elderly and frail and the sick in our parish,
especially, Philip, Yohann, Linda F, John McC, Megan S, Peter D,

Peter C, John W, Mary L. Shannon, Owen B, Susan C, Brian, Katya, S Perry,
Kathy M, Matthew S, Ronald B, Syrel C, Billy G, M. Angus C, Keira, Max W,
David P, Yvonne S, Andrew C, Lauren S, Fe T, Jamie S-W, Adam S, James F,
Lu P, Caroline C, Connie B, John H, Emily D, Sebastian C, Lucia, Anselmo S,

Victoria R, Huda AW, Hilda P, David K, Maria O, Alice C, Najla, Petros A,
Jocell D-V, Luca M, Maselino L, Ann C, Letalie V, Yvonne P, Helen McBride,
Aesop N, Patricia W, Elizabeth S, M O’S, Jason P, Maria & Andre T, Chike E,

Ted H, Emily G, June B, John R, John S, Patricia Maunsell, Mary G, Cath S

“.becouse the Son

BZ of Man will come ot

an hour when you

do not expect him.”
Matinew 24744

SKY TV Channel 201

“ ... Because the Son of Man will
come at an hour when you do not
expect Him.” Matthew 24:37-44

CHURCH CLEANING
06 Dec. Lai Family
13 Dec. Choy Family
ALTAR LINEN
30 Nov. Prisca T
07 Dec. Ninette C

How does the idea of Jesus coming
unexpectedly influence my faith or
actions?

DAILY READINGS
Monday
Reading Isaiah 2:1-5 Ps. 122
Gospel Matthew 8: 5-11
Tuesday
Reading Isaiah 11:1-10 Ps. 72
Gospel Luke 10:21-24
Wednesday St Francis Xavier
Reading Isaiah 25: 6-10 Ps. 23
Gospel Matthew 15:29-37
Thursday
Reading Isaiah 26: 1- 6 Ps. 118
Gospel Matthew 7:21,24-27
Friday
Reading Isaiah 29:17-24 Ps. 27
Gospel Matthew 9:17-31
Saturday
Reading Isaiah 30:19-26 Ps. 147A
Gospel Matthew 9:35-10: 1,6-8
SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT
1st Reading Isaiah 11: 1-10 Ps. 72
2nd Reading Romans 15: 4- 9
Gospel Matthew 3: 112

YOUNG ADULTS GROUP 2025!

Meets on the first Sunday of every month at 6pm in the Foley Centre
(immediately after 5pm Mass). Our next meeting is December 7th.
Anyone between the ages of 16-25 is most welcome. Come along and meet
other young adults in the parish and learn more about our amazing Catholic
faith. BONUS! - we also have a Young Adults Music Group. If you'd like to
join please let us know. For more information or to register your interest
please contact Gracia gnasrun88@gmail.com

PROLIFE FACTS

On Saturday 7 March, 2026, New Zealanders will gather in Auckland
City for the National March for Life. Participants will gather at
Te Komititanga Square from 1pm, then at 2pm they will march up
Queen Street to Aotea Square, where speeches and testimonies will be
shared. Since 2017, March for Life has united people to stand for the
most vulnerable. In New Zealand, more than half a million pre-born
children have been lost to abortion, leaving many parents with lasting
grief. You are warmly invited to join this national event and be a
witness for life, for families, and for love. For more info visit
marchforlife.nz.
For more pro-life information, visit www.voiceforlife.org.nz.
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